Warning Against Idleness - 2 Thessalonians 3:6-18

Topics:
Character, Consequences, Discipline, Employment, Example,
Jobs, Laziness, Work

Open It Questions
1. How does a person learn good work habits?

2. When have you been frustrated with a lazy person?

3. What kind of help do you think should be given to people
who do not work?

Explore It Questions
4.  Whom should we avoid? (3:6)
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What example had Paul set when he was with the church at
Thessalonica? (3:7-8)

What work habits did Paul display while he was in
Thessalonica? (3:8)

Why did Paul work so hard and pay for his food? (3:8-9)

What rule had Paul given about working and eating? (3:10)

What reports had Paul heard about some of the believers in
Thessalonica? (3:11)
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10. What had some people in Thessalonica become? (3:11)

11. What was Paul’s command to the busybodies in
Thessalonica? (3:12)

12. What encouragement did Paul give to those he called
"brothers and sisters"? (3:13)

13. How were the Thessalonians to regard anyone who ignored
Paul’s instructions? (3:14-15)

14. What should we do with people who do not obey these

instructions? (3:14-15)
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15. What blessing did Paul invoke on the Thessalonian
believers? (3:16)

16. What did Paul do to make his final greeting special?
(3:17-18)

Get It Questions
17. How can associating with idle, lazy people influence your
work habits?

18. What bad habits can you develop by associating with the
wrong crowd of friends?

19. Why should a Christian stay away from a person who has
bad habits or doesn’t follow Christ?
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20. What example should a Christian set for others at a job or
as a student?

21. What disciplinary action should be taken toward a Christian
who 1gnores the teachings of the Word of God?

22. How should Christians respond to someone who doesn’t
work or support his or her family?

Apply It Questions
23. What improvements in your work habits can you make this
week?




24. What can you do this week to be a good influence on your
fellow workers or students?

25. From what bad influences do you need to distance
yourself? How?

Adult Questions for LESSONMaker.
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OPEN IT 1. How does a person
QUESTIONS learn good work habits?
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2. When have you been
frustrated with a lazy
person?
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3.  What kind of help do you
think should be given to
people who do not work?
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INTRODUCTION

Besides the Second Coming, the topic of
laziness among believers takes up the most
space 1n the letter. The fact that Paul had
already discussed this in his first letter
shows that the problem had not been solved
but had continued. This caused Paul great
concern, so he gave stern commands.
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e Tilnts Do Not Be Weary in Well Doing

6 And now, dear brothers and sisters, we give you
this command 1n the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ: Stay away from all believers who live 1dle
lives and don’t follow the tradition they

SCRIPTUI.{E receirved from us.
2 Thessalonians |, For you know that you ought to imitate us. We
3:6-18 were not idle when we were with you.

8 We never accepted food from anyone without
paying for it. We worked hard day and night so we
would not be a burden to any of you.
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® We certainly had the right to ask you to feed us,

but we wanted to give you an example to follow.

10Even while we were with you, we gave you this

command: “Those unwilling to work will not get

SCRIPTURE to eat.”

2 Thessalonians |  11Yet we hear that some of you are living idle
3:6-18 lives, refusing to work and meddling in other

people’s business.

12’ We command such people and urge them in the

name of the Lord Jesus Christ to settle down and

work to earn their own living.
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13 As for the rest of you, dear brothers

and sisters, never get tired of doing good.
SCRIPTURE 14 Take note qf th(?se who refuse to obey
what we say 1n this letter. Stay away
from them so they will be ashamed.
15Don’t think of them as enemies but
warn them as you would a brother or
sister.

2 Thessalonians
3:6-18
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16 Now may the Lord of peace himself give
you his peace at all times and 1n every
situation. The Lord be with you all.

SCRIPTURE ITHERE IS MY GREETING IN MY OWN
2 Thessalonians HANDWRITING—PAUL. I DO THIS IN
3:6-18 ALL MY LETTERS TO PROVE THEY ARE
FROM ME.

18 May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be
with you all.
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4.

EXPLORE IT
QUESTIONS

Whom should we avoid? (3:6)

¢ And now, dear brothers and sisters, we
give you this command in the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ: Stay away from
all believers who live 1dle lives and don’t
follow the tradition they received from
us.
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S. What example had Paul set when he

was with the church at Thessalonica?
(3:7-8)

EXPLORE IT
QUESTIONS "For you know that you ought to imitate us.

We were not idle when we were with you.

8 We never accepted food from anyone
without paying for it. We worked hard day
and night so we would not be a burden to any
of you.
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6. What work habits did Paul display
while he was in Thessalonica? (3:8)

EXPLOREIT 8 We never accepted food from anyone

QUESTIONS without paying for it. We worked hard
day and night so we would not be a
burden to any of you.
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7. Why did Paul work so hard and
pay for his food? (3:8-9)

8 We never accepted food from anyone
EXPLORE IT without paying for it. We worked hard day
QUESTIONS and night so we would not be a burden to
any of you.

® We certainly had the right to ask you to
feed us, but we wanted to give you an
example to follow.
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3. What rule had Paul given about
working and eating? (3:10)

EXPLORE IT
QUESTIONS

10Even while we were with you, we gave
you this command: “Those unwilling to
work will not get to eat.”



http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Th+3%3A10

= Warning s

[ uoss Do Not Be Weary in Well Doing

2 Thessalonians:3:6-18

9. What reports had Paul heard
about some of the believers in
Thessalonica? (3:11)

EXPLORE IT
QUESTIONS 11'Yet we hear that some of you are living

idle lives, refusing to work and meddling in
other people’s business.
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EXPLORE IT
QUESTIONS

10. What had some people in
Thessalonica become? (3:11)

11'Yet we hear that some of you are living
1dle lives, refusing to work and meddling*
in other people’s business.

*Busybodies (KJV/NIV)
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11. 'What was Paul’s command to
the busybodies in Thessalonica? (3:12)

EXPLORE IT 12’We command such people and urge

QUESTIONS them 1n the name of the Lord Jesus
Christ to settle down and work to earn

their own living.
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12. What encouragement did Paul give to

those he called "brothers and sisters'?
(3:13)

EXPLOREIT
QUESTIONS 13 As for the rest of you, dear

brothers and sisters, never get tired
of doing good.



http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Th+3%3A13

- Iileness Do Not Be Weary in Well Doing

‘2 Thessalonians 3:6-18

13. How were the Thessalonians to regard
anyone who ignored Paul’s instructions?

(3:14-15)

EXPLOREIT

QUESTIONS 14 Take note of those who refuse to obey what
we say 1n this letter. Stay away from them so

they will be ashamed.
15Don’t think of them as enemies but warn
them as you would a brother or sister.
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EXPLORE IT
QUESTIONS

14. What should we do with people
who do not obey these instructions?
(3:14-15)

14 Take note of those who refuse to obey what
we say 1n this letter. Stay away from them so

they will be ashamed.
15Don’t think of them as enemies but warn
them as you would a brother or sister.
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EXPLORE IT
QUESTIONS

15. What blessing did Paul invoke on the
Thessalonian believers? (3:16)

16 Now may the Lord of peace himself
give you his peace at all times and 1n
every situation. The Lord be with you

all.
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16. What did Paul do to make his
final greeting special? (3:17-18)

EXPLOREIT 17 HERE IS MY GREETING IN MY

QUESTIONS OWN HANDWRITING—PAUL. I DO
THIS IN ALL MY LETTERS TO
PROVE THEY ARE FROM ME.

18 May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ
be with you all.
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GETIT
QUESTIONS

17. How can associating with 1dle,

18.

lazy people influence your work
habits?

What bad habits can you
develop by associating with the
wrong crowd of friends?



= Warning s
Against
Jdlel

2Thessalonians'3:6-18

GETIT
QUESTIONS

Do Not Be Weary in Well Doing

19. Why should a Christian stay

20.

away from a person who has
bad habits or doesn’t follow
Christ?

What example should a Christian
set for others at a job or as a
student?
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GETIT
QUESTIONS

21.

22.

What disciplinary action should
be taken toward a Christian
who 1gnores the teachings of the

Word of God?

How should Christians respond
to someone who doesn’t work or
support his or her family?
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23.

APPLY IT
QUESTIONS

24.

What improvements in your
work habits can you make this
week?

What can you do this week to
be a good 1nfluence on your
fellow workers or students?



= Warning s

o - Do Not Be Weary in Well Doing

(2 Thiessalonians $:6-18

25. From what bad influences
do you need to distance
yourself? How?

APPLY IT
QUESTIONS
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